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PHOENIX JOB HUNTERS 
CONTINUE TO FIND WORK 
EVEN IN BAD ECONOMY

	 Last year, a total of 54 Phoenix Employment Ministry 
clients found work, a marked decrease from 2007, when 98 
PEM clients were able to find jobs.
	 According to the data compiled by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, as of November, there were six unemployed people 
for every job opening. That rate is triple the ratio for 2007 
when there were only 1.7 jobless people for every opening. 
When applying these dismal statistics, we should see a 
success rate of about 30% of what was accomplished in 2007.  
Instead Phoenix has achieved a success rate of over 50%. 
The Star News reports that here in New Hanover County, 
the unemployment rate is up to 10.6 percent as of December, 
2009, a bit higher than the national rate of 10 percent. In the 
4th quarter of 2009, the rate of unemployment among the 
population Phoenix serves was 30.8%.
	 It's never easy to find a job, and many of the clients at 
Phoenix have a multiplicity of barriers to overcome, which 
make the search even more daunting.  However, staff and 
volunteers can point to one of the posters in the office for 
inspiration.
	 "The major difference between successful and unsuccessful 
job hunters is not some factor, such as a tight job market, but 
the way they go about their job hunt."  At Phoenix they learn 
to be experts.

PUZZLES WITH A PURPOSE
	 There are many ways of delivering 
the message of the Gospels, but Phoenix 
client Richard has come up with a method 
all his own.
	 Richard creates "one hundred percent 
Christian"  word puzzles. He has a computer 
file of more than two thousand puzzles, 
including word searches, crosswords, 
scrambles and cryptic quotes, and he's 
always working on more.  Once solved, 
every puzzle reveals a Biblical quote from 
the King James Bible. 
	 A Wilmington native, Richard has worked in welding and 
construction, and most recently at McDonald's in Wrightsville 
Beach. When his hours were cut back, he was unable to make 
his rent payment and now lives at the Good Shepherd Center 
Emergency Shelter. Like so many of our clients, Richard has a 
prison record and must contend with the challenges that brings.
	 However, it was prison that inspired his puzzles. 
	 "It came to me in a dream," he said. "I never thought of it 
before. It's a way to bring the Bible to the people."
	 Even though he'd never had any interest in word puzzles 
before, Richard found making up the challenging puzzles came 
easily to him.  
	 He intends to turn his passion for puzzles into a career. He's 
been in contact with churches and is working toward publishing 
his puzzles. He's already obtained a copyright.
	 "I'm working for God and He's a great boss," he says. "I can 
make my own hours and there's no limit to how far I can go."
	 Anyone interested in finding out more about Richard's 
puzzles can contact him at the Phoenix Employment Ministry 
office 910-343-8469.
	

CELEBRATING GETTING THROUGH 2009
	 No doubt about it, 2009 was a tough year for a lot of people in Wilmington. Many 
suffered layoffs, lost their homes or just struggled to keep their businesses going. It was an 
achievement just to make it through to the end.

	 Lil Mercer, of LPL Financial, decided that surviving this diffucult year was a cause for 
celebration. So along with Kathleen Baylies of Just For Buyers Realty, they organized the "I 
Survived 2009" Party as a benefit for Phoenix Employment Ministry on January 14th at the 
Coastline Convention Center.  Ms. Mercer saw it as a chance for members of the business 
community to look back on 2009, to be proud of what they were able to accomplish and 
look forward to 2010 with a renewed sense of hope, courage and confidence.  It was also 
an opportunity to celebrate the successes that Phoenix Employment Ministry has enjoyed 
in such a difficult job market.
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BIG GREEK WEDDING 
GOES TO NEW YORK ... 

Fashionista!
	 This year, the Big Greek Wedding will be taking place in the summer, with the 
ceremony planned for July 2010 at Thalian Hall.

	 The madcap Greeks are taking their cross dressing antics to New York, as part 
of the Greek Wedding's  "fashionista" theme. The Big Apple's world of supermodels 
and high fashion will never be the same.

	 "We'll have lots of couteur," costume designer Joy Shortell said, "but it is the 
Greek Wedding after all, so it won't be all that haute."

	 Ms. Shortel also shared a Greek Wedding fashion tip-- big hats will definitely be 
"in" this summer.

	 As of this writing, the casting of the bridal party has not been announced, but 
rest assured, several well known Wilmingtonians will be dressed to the nines and 
hamming it up at Thalian Hall in July.

	 Join the fun and see what high fashions everyone will be wearing. The madcup 
nuptials will be followed by food, drinks and dancing afterward. Tickets are $75 per 
person and all proceeds go towards supporting Phoenix's programs.



JOB-HUNTERS DREAM BIG
	 As part of Phoenix Employment Ministry’s EMPOWERMENT program, staff 
members and volunteers encourage all incoming clients to dream big—to visualize a 
life of abundance: to be all that they were created to be, living a full life in relationship 
to God.
	 Clients must ask themselves "What makes my heart sing? What gives me great 
pleasure?" and make lists of all their dreams, no matter how impossible or unattainable 
they may seem. Follow your bliss, they are told.

	 Just as our clients are all unique individuals, so are their 
dreams.
	   Candy's dream is to open a salon catering to the 
unemployed, underemployed and newly employed. "I want 
to provide free and reduced haircuts so they can be confident 
in their jobs and job search," Candy, a hair stylist,  says. " I 
want to give back to the community a service I  know how 
to provide."
	    Amanda wants to be a youth counselor. "Whatever I do,  
I want to be happy," she says. "Coming here has helped 
me make a new direction. I have 

a new attitude toward life. Anything is possible. With 
encouragement from PEM I have made contact with Cape 
Fear Community College to continue my education."
	 Felisha says her dream is to have her own home, car 
and job and to live comfortably. "I'm working on it. I'm not 
giving up. Giving up is not an option."
	 Laura Dawson said she started out at Phoenix just 
looking for a job, but now her dreams are bigger and going 
farther. 
	 Kenny is working on getting back into the workforce 
in welding and metal fabrication. His dream is to have a house on the water with a 
boat, because when you live on the water, you've got the best backyard ever.
	 Dawn says her dreams haven't changed, but she now believes she can attain 
them. She is interested in several fields and hasn't decided if she wants to be a 

psychologist, a chef, an artist or a novelist. "I have to figure 
out what I really want to do, to find out what makes my 
heart sing. And whatever that is, I know I'll be able to do 
it."
	     Deanna's dream is to regain what she lost. A talented 
artist, she wants to open a working studio and gallery. Since 
she's been with Phoenix, she says that avenues are opening 
up. She's been introduced to people who can help her 
achieve that dream. She is also taking courses to renew her 
nursing license so she can save up and open her studio. "It's 
always been my dream and now it's a lot more feasible than 

it was," she says. "I was devestated that I didn't have that any more. Phoenix made it 
seem possible."
	 As a result of PEM’s EMPOWERMENT program, clients are taking charge of 
their lives and pursuing their dreams.

DARRELL PENNY 
JOINS PEM 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

	
	 The board of directors for Phoenix 
Employment Ministry welcomes its 
newest member, Darrell Penny.
	 Mr. Penny is the Distribution 
Operations Manager for the Eastern 
Region of Progress Energy Carolina, 
Inc. A native of Garner, North Carolina, 
he has lived in Wilmington for 18 years 
and has been with Progress Energy for 
nearly four decades.
	 "Working in a large corporation for 
many years gives me an insight that I 
hope will contribute to the Ministry," 
he said. He supports PEM's focus on 
helping sheltered homeless people and 
nearly homeless people find and keep 
satisfying work
	 "Gainful employment is a means 
to end homelessness and provide hope 
for some that have lost hope, " he said. 
"Phoenix Employment Ministry is an 
excellent organization to help achieve 
this."
	 He is also on the board of directors 
for the Brigade Boys and Girls Club, 
as well as a deacon for the Masonboro 
Baptist Church.
	 Mr. Penny is married and has 
two college aged children. He enjoys 
fishing and hunting in his spare time.
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PHOENIX IS A PICK YOU UP PLACE

	 There is usually so much going on at Phoenix Employment Minstry, you may not notice the small 
book sitting on the table by the basket of flowered pens in the conference room. It's always there, 
available for clients, past and present, to write their feelings about their experience at PEM. 

	 We'd like to share one of the entries, written by new client, Janice.

	 January 22, 2010

	 I would like to express my opinion on Phoenix Employment Ministry. When I came to Phoenix 
(PEM), I was down in the dumps. [I was] asked a question, "On a scale of one to ten, what are you?" 
I answered the question, "I'm a three," and felt like I was just that low in life. [Hearing] that I was a 
valuable person of great worth and that I was a ten, it changed my life and my thought process.

	 Thank God for PEM and all that it instills in each person that comes through here. This place 
is a pick you up and place your feet and thoughts on solid ground. Oh, and by the way, I have a job 
interview to look forward to.


